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The President Kas asked me to reply to your letter of 
July 6, 1967, concerning the assassination of President 
Kennedy. Your letter criticizes both the methods and the 
cone Itis ions of the Warren Coosnission and tsrges a neir in- 
vestigation* 

We are saddened to learn that you believe that the 
Coomission deliberately misled the public* This charge is 
in our considered opinion without any basis in fact* 

Regarding your criticism of the Consaission's procedures 
and In particxilar the claim that the "failure to conduct the 
investigation In the adversary traditicu of American juris- 
prodence leads thinking people to believe there was some- 
thing to hide," you should be aware that the Warren Commission 
proceedings were not the equivalent of a criminal trial of 
Oswald. In Hesf of his death, it was ixoposslble to establish 
the facts by a trial or equivalent adversary proceeding. The 
function of the Commission, in any event, was not limited 
to issues that would have been appropriate in a criminal trial 
of Oswald. These considerations are more fully developed in 
the evaltiation by the Coasnission of its function set forth at 
pages xiv to xv of its report, which you may find helpful in 
assessing its procedures and results. 
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As to your disagreement with the conclusions of the 
Commission and your demand for a new investigation, it 
should be noted that the authors who have criticized the 
conclusions of the Varren Commission do not claim to have 
any significant new evidence, so far as we are aware. 

Rather, their criticisms and demands for a new inquiry are 
based upon different conclusions they have drawn from parte 
of the same body of evidence that was examined by the Com- 
mission. The Commission made a thorough inquiry and detailed 
analysis of the facts concerning the assassination. The 
evidence amply strpports the basic conclxisions of the Com- 
mission. In these circumstances , we see no basis for a 
new inquiry. 

Sincerely yours, 

Frank M. Woeencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 



By Martin F, Richman 
First Assistant 
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T £ WHITE HOUSE OFFir 


To: 


REFERRAL 


The Attorney General 


Dote: July 11, 1967 


ACTION REQUESTED 


Draft reply loK 

President's signature. 

Undersigned's signature. 


Memorandum for use os enclosure to 
reply. 


_X Direct reply. 

_X Furnish iniormation copy. 


Suitable acknowledgment or other 

, appropriate hondling. 

Furnish copy of reply, if any. 


/-V 

A.'s 

. V ‘s, 


, For your information. 
For comment 


NOTE ^ 

I- 

Prompt action is essential. 

If more than 48 hours’ delay is encountered, 
please telephone the undersigned immediately. 
Code 1450. 


Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply, memorandum, or comment ' is re* 
quested. 


HEMARKS: 
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^ Letter; . 


Telegram; Other; 


Tg; The President 

From: 

Dale; / / o / o / 
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By direction of the President: 


r. 




Icc 


OF -l€S 

Whitney Shoemaker 
Assistant to the President 


(Copy to remaizi with correspondence) 
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Hoottreble Phillip Bturcon 
Sotm* of Sepre««at«ci'v«a 
UMbingtoa. D. C. 

0««r CoBgrcaaiwn: 


This is la to yavr ecwanleatitm of July 3r 




traasalttlag a latter groB»' 
eeabarnlzic tha aaaaaaiaatloa of Praaluant iCaanady.. 





Tha authors vho lunra erltlclzad tha eoTwlusloas of tiia 
Warraa CocaBlaaloa do aot elata to hsrva sap Blgalficaat a«M arrldaaca, 
so far as wa aca awara. SUthar, their crltlelsaa aad da»ax^ for a 
acv inquiry are baaed apon dlfferaat coaclcslons they have dranra frcKu 
parts of the aaaa body of avldecce that vas axaalced by the Cotmlss.lon. 
The Coesaisaloa made a thorough Inquiry and detailed anaiyste of the 
facts coaeemlng ths assaaslr.ation. The errldance anply supports the 
basic conclusions of the Coseilesion. In theee cireuoistances , va sea 
so basis for a new Inquiry. 

Ua eaa only point out that neither Mr. Carrisott tmst 
tfr» Sha« has avar discussed these proceeding vith ?ed«Tal 
autliorltles* The Federal Mstriet Court's order tersporarily 
res training Hr. Garrison frea proceeding vlth tha trial of 
Hr. Shsv vas Issued at the raquaat of Mr. Shssr and his attorneys. 

Ztt thesa clreusstancea, va do not feal it vould ba proper for us 
to comRast on a ease pending bafoxa both tha state and Federal 
courts. 




j'p\ 


As alvays. It is s pleasure being of assistance. Tour 
anclosara is returned hercvltb. 


(_Ejiclosur 4 

Records 
Chrono 
Nalley 
Mr. Vinson 
Deputy AG 


fSSD YOISOH, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 


ssttt' :tr -affisss'.Kis: \ 

JUl 25 ^ \ 
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HOUSE OF PRESENTATIVES, U.S. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 


- 196 ... 8 

Department of Justice 
Congressional Liaison 
Washington, D. C. 


Gentlemen : 

The attached communication is sub- 
mitted for your consideration, auid 
to ask that the request made therein 
be complied with, if possible. 

If you will advise me of your 
action in this matter and have 'the 
letter returned to me with your 
reply, I will appreciate it. 



i'- RESZARCH SECTiO^ 

P.HXLLXE...BUP.£QN..::£llli:iZL.?.'V'.S:o;v 

M.C. 

CaXif.arn.ia...- ..Fi.ftJa... 


IHttrict. 
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Honorable CtoTg* S, Brova, Jr. 
Boose of KeprceecCeClvea 
Vashlngtoo, 0. C. 

Deer Coogreensesr 



V<?\ 

7 /// 


Thi» Jim i.a /arcb«r remponmm Cm x^ar cmmomn^c^eXmfj mf Jalx 
X 96 S transicltti.Q 9 ^ tiro lettmrm fnat conmt^Cismtrtm of vfjo qummtion 

Chm f indin gs of chm UmxT^a Com^XmsXott oc Chm mmsommlamtloo of Pzmmidmat 
Canaadye 

OS eoarvCf thm WmT^mti ComoXomSon^B procBodXnjgB wrm not ' the 
«KlulvaXen£ of m oxXmXxtal Crlal of ObvjlI</^ Zb W«v of bSm domch^ fc 
vas IxiposalbXc to «atabll«iz eiM f»ctm by m trXul or mqoiyoloat MtfTor- 
mm.Ty Fnroce«<Hii^. Xiut CwtcOXon of tho Coaalamioo, ia ony oirotsc, oom 
noc Xlgj tad to JornMOB CiiaC f^ouX</ bo^o booo appropTfaCo in o cTioijtMX 
CfiaX of. OavaXd* . Th«»o oocoXeicra t^ooa turo mi i~w~ fuZJy ^ovmlopofi "f** ‘-v 

th.a mrwaXoBtion. by the CootaiMmioa of ita ftoiCZioR moc forth at pa.^am 
■dv to anr of ita roport , vh^ciz yow oonatitoontM tmoy find baipfuj. io 
aamoMaiaz itM pxoomduno ood roaulta* 

. Os4ot^e«<fl7 yoBB mro aaoro Chat Promidoot yohnoon its him arnttm 
coofer«se« on Sovoetber 4, X966 maid f *'X Jwcw of 00 mwidoaoo that 
omaXd in map wmy caumm map remooamhlm pomoa te> ftaynt m daubs mboat thm 
Mmrxma Coaukiaoioa. But if titmrm im may m-widmatsm mnd it ia brxm^S 
forth, X ma marm tbmt titm CosssnXmmloa mad dim approprimsm MuebotriCimm 
•wt 1 1 cofco medoa cboc amy hm Jameifimd**„ 

. .- ■ _ . ■ - t ' 

Tbe mattiorw wiao msititrimmd tftm coaeJumiSttm' mf tbim f 

Vmrrma Comtaimmioa do aoe mJLmim to 2u-v« may mijo^fiomat mmv mvidmoom, }'■ - ' 

so fmv mm vs srs orszs. Sschor, tUoStr orieicimoM mad dmmmaelm Sor s k 
inqulx-jr szs fesssd Upon di£ format doac3.trm±or^ ebmy taavm drmm from' 

Omrtm of tbrn sens body of m-ridmoom tfimc vss ommoiomd by CAs €>>ismLimmioiti 
Ths O m rt l mo±oa mmtia s fclasroustb taqafry mttd dmtmilmd mrtmZymim of tbo 
tmecs oonesraizis Cjss sssasslsse^on . THo mvidomco m^miy moooortm SHm - 

l>ssle cocieisslsss of Cits Coraaiiss ion » Xa tbomo r f i~<~in Pi> nm ree _ om mmo 
mo bmm±m , far m ssw faqofry. 
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We c«a cnly point oot thAt ceithor Kr. CArrtsoa. nor — \ - 

Hr. Sh^ has evor discussed these proceeditv^s vi th Federsl 
suthorltltts. Iha Federal District Court's order teaporarlly 
restrstnlng Kfr. Garrison froe preceediox vlth the trial of 
Hr. Shaw v£8 issued nC the request of Hr. Shew vid his ettomeys. 

In these circuits tances , we do oot feel it would he proper for os 
to eossnest oo a case pentilcg before both the state end Federal 
courts . , , 

I hope that this Isfomatlcti will he helpful. Your enclosures 
are returned herewith. 

Sincerely, 



FRED M. VINSOU. Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 






• HOUSE OF REPiwoENTATIVES,-U.S. 

WASHINGTON, D.C 


July... 3„_ 196 -..? 


Respectfully referred to 


Congressional Liaison 
Department of Justice 
V/ashington, D.C. 

Dea r Sir: 

Enclosed are two letters I 
have received from consti- 
tuents regarding the in- 
vestigation conducted by 
Jim Garrison. 

I would appreciate your 
reviewing their comments 
and furnishing me with 
any information that would 
be helpful in replying. 


Thank you for your assistance. 


Please return the corres- 
pondence along with ynun. 


repl y. 






DFPARTiViENT OF JUSTICE! R 

: s i 

Veryrespect^^^, g .^l 





GEOR^ 
Cal i r-7 


M.C., District. 



17. 1968 

Reoresenta 'Give Brov;n; 

I arn v/ri.t,in2 this letter to ssalce you av;are of 
my feelings concerning a controversial issue. 

liie issue is that of the assasination of President 
John Kennedy and the investigation heing carried out 
hy the Disti'ict Attorney of Kev? Orlenes, J. Garrison. 

ulr. C-arrison has raised some doubts as to the 
validity of the VJarren Commission Report and the facts 
as they have been revealed to the American public - 
He seems to say that there is a shadow of doubt as to 
whether Lee Oswald was the lone assasine, or, in fact 
whether Lee Oswald is at all guilty of the crime. 

It seems to me, from v^fhat I have learned in 
school, concerning the rights of accused Americans, 
that one should be proven guilty beyond a reasonable 
shadow of doubt.. J.!r. Garrison has raised this shadow 
of doubt. Ke is doing it on the state level, and as 
such the Federal 'Government seems to have no Juris- 
diction, but several weeks ago a federal court 
intervened to stop the proceedings, this seems to 
have no legal ground or precedence in the history of 
American Jurisprudence. 

I convey to you ay concern of the governments 
intervention in the legal proceedir.gs of the State of 
Louisiana, and their seeaiingly endless contrivance 
in the work of :ir. Garrison. 

I also, convey to you my wish that you become 
interested in this gravest of questions concerning 
my (and your) government, and to bring the truth, 
without question, to all the constituents of our 
government. 

Perhaps you think that I hold a minority opinion. 
You may base this on the few letk,ers you receive 
on this issue. If I say to peot^e write to your 
representative, they only say 'sure, what good will 
that do’ , let us not lose faith in our system and in 
truth. This question is of concern to many people. 

X believe what I learned in school about America and 
what she stands for, I do not want any doubts now. 

- /ED 

oUl b 'tob3 



Notes 


Tiiese doubts 'a-111 not be removed by an answered 
letter of standard forin v/lthout further thought, 
cons Ideration , or action. I heartily believe that 
soneohing can be done on the federal level to renew 
ohe invesulgation and that it must start somewhere. 
Let the somewhere be with you and your collegues and 
let the time be NOY/'. 

I wrtie this as an Individual, but as I have 
said, many people share these thoughts to some degree 



/ 


t 



June 21,1968 


The Honorable George Z. Ero^ra, Jr. 

House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Congressmen Brown: 

I'm sure that you are getting a lot of communication from 
desperate and concerned people pleading and demanding stiffer 
gun' control laws. This is fine. I 'm of the mind that guns should 
be totally outlawed in this country--not legislated. But I have 
no illusions that gun control of any kind is a viable measure 
against future political assassinations. 

The truth lies with District Attorney JLm. Garrison of New 
Orleans. And whether you agree or not I wonder if you are aware 
thar Robert kennedy did believe in Jim Garrison. That Robert Kennedy 
in fact conveyed to Jim Garrison that ha knew, as he put it "there 
are many guns between myself and the white House." Thus fully aware 
of the conspiracy on his brother's life and fully av;are of the im.pli- 
cations for himself, he told Garrison that if elected he v;ould prose- 
cute those responsible. Now he is gone, 

(If you wish you may verify this by either contacting Radio 
Station KFFK which broadcasted the tape of Garrison's statement or 
Garrison himself). And what you choose to believe after 'that is 
your private matter. Eut I would put to you that it is one of the 
most crucial issues threatening our country today and that it is a 
m.ost urgent that you, who I have voted for and respect highly, and 
that other clear thinking Congressmen and Senators move immediately 
to see that Garrison at least gets a chance in court--to either prove-- 
or disprove his case against the governm.ent . 

7 I think this is the least Americans deserve, having been deprived 

of the most hopeful and brilliant leaders this country could ever create. ' 
I think it is the least vre owe to their mamories. I think it is the 
least we owe to our country. I hope that you will act and act quickly. 
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gcU ia ia rejly to yonr ia^tiry of Jbly g» 
eocseml&r * letter yea received trm 
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ts be lebcrla^ oadar a sieaigpre* 

heuslQn cosiccnan^; tbe status of this Sepertosnt in tte 
ertrdnal ease filed aeuiast day £hav> ihis !>epsrtaent 
Itas taten bo action of azqr 4escriptlOB to isterfexe «lth. 
the trial of that case* Bsoe&tly Mr. Shssr filed as action 
la the laderal cotirt to enjola the prosecutlcsi of the ciia- 
incl dojursis* against hSa^ asd on the basis of the allega- 
tions set forth tiie court isauiBd a taap or ary reatraix^iBK 
order* ■ ■ ■■ 

report vUl be of aasistaace la replylzis 
] It has been our pleasure to serv e you la 






Wa are returslas 


t. 

Becords' 
Chrtmo 
Mr. Block 
Mr. VlnscHi 


Sxclos' 



ilettcu> aa you r e q ueste d . 
Slacerely^ 


fSES M. WtSOip Jr* 
dsalstaat Atternegr Oeaeral 
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TO; 


FROM : 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 
WASHINGTON 

July 2, 1968 


Congressional Liaison 
Department of Justice 


William B . Welsh 
Administrative Assistant 


Enclosed is correspondence received by 
the Vice President. Could you oroylde 
a renort on this matter? If the action 
called for can appropriately be taken, 
this would be appreciated. 

Please address your renly to the Vice 
President, returninc; the correspondence. 
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See last paragraph. 

I think vou or Tullv reauested interviews of An -ws 

-'2re"'^*S| and those mentioned by^^_ 3 ^ in inter view 
7d I^Bi^iiiJpomebody) and perhaps get fror r. “"^^S BI info _ 
as to whether he'd called Andrews in hospital, etc. ^ 

• . FV 



